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! ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, GOVT. SANSKRIT COLLEGE, TRIPUNITHURA, KERALA
— 682301

Vaiyakarana Bhusanasara Edited with Prabha of Balakrisnapncoli and
Darpana of Harivallabhasastri, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Santhan,
Varanasi,1998. TR 2

3 Ibid RIRET 5
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Padarthabodha and Vakyarthabodha in
Ancient Indian thoughts:

Dr. Lakshmi C!

The land of Bharata is immortalised as the unending receptacle of
unique spiritual and cultural tradition. The basement of this glorious hierarchy
is nothing other than our blessed Vedas and related Sastras. The literature,
philosophic and other works ensued from the spring of Vedas have converted
this legacy into a broad and dense reality. The glorious container of
knowledge, which is characteristically Indian, has been transferred from
generation to generation on the wings of a well -planned system of education.
At a time when there were no books for learning, knowledge got transferred
for the purpose of memory and practical application, with the help of this
unwritten methodology of transaction. The strategies employed by the Acaryas
to impart Padarthabodha and vakyarthaodha are referred to here briefly.
Padarthabodha (Word meaning association):

The ancient stream of Indian thoughts possessed clear awareness
regarding various means by which diction communicated its meaning. The
attributes related to diction meaning had been highlighted convincingly in the
Sanskrit works of ancient and medieval India, encompassing the areas like
Mimamsa, Nyaya, Vaisésika, Vyakarana and and Vimarsana.

Padajfianam Tu Karanam Dvaram Tatra Padarthadhthl

Sabdabddhah Phalam Tatra Saktidhih Sahakarini 2
Eight means have been prescribed for realisation of the exact meaning of
words:

Saktigraham Vyakaranopamana Kosaptavakyad Vyavaharatasca |
Vikyasya Sesad Vivrtérvadanti Sannidhyatah Siddhapadasya Vrddhah || 3

! Assistant Professor, Department of sanskrit, Payyanur College

; Nyaya Siddanta Muktavali,81,P:291

Ibid, Sabdakhandam, P:296 , Kavxaerakasam, 2.10, P:
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Meanings of the words can be comprehended at first impulse through the
systems of Vyakarana (Grammar), Upamana (Comparison), Kosa
(Dictiionary), Apthavakya (The word of the learned and the right person),
Vyavahara (Communication), Vakyasesa (After the vedic sentence), Vivarana
(Explanation) and Prasiddha Pada Sannidhya (The presence of a familiar
word). The major part of our knowledge consists of sound awareness.
Knowledge of sound is considered to be the science of learning itself by
experts.  “Sastram Sabda Vijiianat Asannikyste Arthavijiianam™ The above
mentioned sources are illustrated below.
Vyakarana :

Vyakarana is highly helpful in learning a language easily and correctly.
It is the source of learning about Dharu (root), Pratyaya (Suffix) and
Nispannaripa (Diction). Sound is categorized as Sadosa (diffective) and
Nirdosam (flawless) Vyakarana is the science of differentiating
between Susabda (grammatically correct) and Apasabda (grammatically
incorrect). It gives the basic culture to a word “Samskaréna Yadha Hinam
Vacamarthantaram Gatam”. Experts opine that the Vyakarana sastram
contributes greatly to meaningful comprehension. “Samskaravatyéva
Giramanist”.> The expression of Kalidasa is very relevant here. The Science
of Vyakarana provides the following formula for identifying the meaning of a
word ‘Daksasyapatyam Puman Daksth’. Here, the suffix ‘i’ is ordained by
the suatra (aphorism) “Atah in”. Accordingly this word acquires the meaning
son of Daksa, as per Vyakarana Sastra. In ‘Pach-pake’, the mearning of the
root ‘Pach’ is fixed as ‘cooking’ by Grammar. The suffix ‘nval’ or ‘aka’
means doer. Therefore the word ‘pacaka’ means one who cooks (cook)®
Upamana (Inference):
It is the means of acquiring knowledge through perception and information
about an object from previous description. Inference is considered to be the
instrument of valid knowledge by both Mimamsakas and Naiyayikas. The
Amarakésa looks at Upamana’ as the names that stand for similarity and

* Sabarabhasyam, P: 105

> Kumarasambhavam

® Sahityadarppanam,2. P:37
" Amarakésa P. 662
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equality of objects the Sahitrvadarpana describe Upamana as Sadrisyajiianam®
(identical knowledge).

Eg : Gavaya is an animal similar to cow. Such a one locates the
meaning of Gavaya in something that looks like cow. Here the meaning is
assessed through similarity of appearance. The Nyayasidhanta Muktavali states
thus:

Graminasyah Prathamatah Pasyato Gavayadikam

Sadrs§yadhirgavadinam Ya Syat Sa Karanam Matam

Vakyarthasyatideésasya Smrtivyapara Ucyate

Gavayadi Padanam Tu Saktidhirupamaphalam. S
Kosa (Dictionary):

The Kosa or the dictionary refers to the essential science which contributes to
the solid existence of language. They provide with the meaning and
explanations of diction or terms. They are the  breath and soul of any
language. There are many Kosagranthas in the Sanskrit language. They help in
the meaningful awareness of words and their practical application. They
describe the secondary meaning of certain terms too. For example, the
word ‘Marutvan’ gets the dictionary meaning as, “Indromarutvan Maghavo...
”. On search for the synonyms of Marutvan we get the meaning ‘Indran’ also
for it.

Aptavakyam (The word of the learned and the right person):

The meaning of the sound is comprehended through the precise skill of
presentation of the right exponent. ‘Aptastu Yathartha Vakta.'® The views of
Patafjali is ‘Apto Nama Anubhavéna Vastutattvasya Karstnyéna Niscayavan
Ragadivasadapi Nanyadhavadr Yah Sah Aptah’** Aptavakyam says that the
meaning of a particular word is sensed out from the explanation given to it by a
learned person.  Aptopadesasamardhyad™®. For example: The one who is
ignorant of the term Asva gets its meaning from the learned one who shows
him a horse and explains it to be a horse ‘Ayamasvasabdavacyah’. This system

® Sahityadarppanam, 2. P.37

° Nyaya Siddanta Muktavali , Upamana Khanda,77-80, P.288.
19 viswanathakaviraja, Sahityadarpanam , P.10

1 Viswanathakaviraja, Sahityadarpanam vyakhya — 2 P.36.

12 Nyaya Soothra 2.1.52
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of learning words is the fundamental step in the acquisition of any language. It
is very common that those children who have no linguistic capability are
trained by showing them various objects like crow, cat, goat, hen etc. This
gives us the impression that acquisition of vocabulary is essential in the
learning of a language.

Vyavaharajiiana (knowledge through interaction):

The one who learns things through the words of scholars acquires the skill of
application through effective interaction. The most fruitful means of learning
words and their meaning is Vrddhavyavaharam or listening to the sayings of a
learned and aged man. It is classified by Nagesa Bhatta,™ the Grammarian and
Jagadi$a Tatkalankara, the Naiyayika. According to them Vyavaharajiiana or
interactive expression is the extreme point of knowledge acquisition. Its
significance is  explained so:  ‘Nacatra  Vrddhavyavaharamuktva
Anyatkaranamupalabhamahe’** as quoted by Dr. N.V.P. Unittiri.
Gangesaopadhaya opines of ‘Sankétasya Grahah Purvam Vyddhasya
Vyavaharatah’ in the  Sabdasakti  Prakasika — (P.103) and
‘Vrddhavyavaharadeva Sarvesam Adyavyutpattih’ in the Tattvacintamani.*®
For Example: Uttama Vrddhéna Madhyama Vrddhamuddisya .....................
Sankétamavatarayati.'® On the old man’s saying- when giving direction to the
middle aged man -“bring the cow”- the child, having observed the man to
whom the order was given by his senior, employing himself in bringing the
cow; determines, first that the meaning of this sentence was fetching of a body
possessing a dewlap ,&c.” and afterwards, Avapodvapabhyam through the
insertion and omission of the portions of the sentence “bring the cow” which
he has yet understood only in the lump, in such other sentences heard by the
child as “ fasten the cow” —“bring the horse” etc, he ascertains the convention
that the word “cow” shall mean “the thing with a dewlap &c” and the word
“bring” shall mean “fetching”. This is the common way through which
children generally learn the use and practical application of language. This
methodology is natural. ~ The opinion of Katyayanan about words and

3 Nagesabhatta, Paramalaghu Manjusha, P.64.

' Brhati, P.258

1> Gangesa Upadhyaya, Tattvacintamani, \ol.4, Sec. 2 P.46
18 vViswanathakaviraja,Sahithyadarpanam , P35.
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meanings is also relevant here that sense is often derived from the effective
utilisation of words.

Vakyasesa (After the vedic sentence):

If ever any doubt arises about the words used in Vedic mantras, the meaning is
derived only after listening to the remaining portion of it. Jaimini Maharsi
explains it effectively as ‘Sandhigdesuvakyasesat’'’ For example, in the
expression ‘Yavamayascarurbhavathi’ ,- The term Yava implies Dirkhasikam
(paddy) when used by Aryans and ‘Karikau’(corn) when it is used by the
Mlécchas or non- Aryans. In case of doubt the entire sloka has to be focused
on:

Yatranyah Osadhayo Mlayante

Athaitemodamana Ivottistanti

Vasant€ Sarvasasyanam Jayaté Patrasadanam

Modamanasca Tistanti Yavah Kanisasalinah
This makes it clear that corn cannot exist in spring season and so the object
that remains without shedding leaves is dirkhasiika itself.
Vivrti (Commentary):
Whenever doubt arises with regard to the meaning of a word, it has to be fixed
on the commentary of the interpreter. Patafijali explains the relevance of
commentary in the Mahabhasya as: ‘Vyakhyanato Visésapratipattih®*® It
involves the method of clarifying doubt through contextually relevant
meaning. Example is the expression, ‘Saktih Kavitva Bijarupa Samskara

Visesa, the meaning of Sakthi Padam has to be obtained as traits of culture
from situational interpretations. From the explanation ‘Ghatosti-Kalasosti’, the
term ‘Ghata’ attains the meaning of ‘kalasam’.

Siddhapadasannidhyam (The presence of a familiar word):

The presence of familiar words also helps in the comprehension of meanings.
For eg: ‘Sahakaratarau Pikah Routi’, provides with the sense as singing
melodiously from sweet mango tree due to the presence of the word
‘Sahakarataru’ (mango tree). So, the word ‘pika’ gives the sense of ‘cuckoo’.
Ancient exponents make it clear where to focus meaning after the effective

7 Jaimini Maharsi, Mimamsasutram, 1.4.24
Bpatanjali, Mahabhasyam vol. 1 p.42
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explanation of  Abhidhavyapdra and Saktigrahépdya.  ‘Sankéto Grhyate
jatau Gunadravya Kriydsu Ca®
A Convention whereby the expressed meaning of a word is settled accepted, by
men among themselves, in regard to kinds, qualities, things and action.
Here Visvanathakaviraja is seen to have accepted the view of Patafjali himself,
‘Sankétitascaturbhédo Jatyadir Jatiréva Va 20
It is so explained by Mammatabhatta in the Kavyaprakasa too. The
Mimamsakas accept ‘Jati’ (universal) only.
‘Anékarthasya Sabdasya Vacakatvé Niyantrité
Samyogadairavacyarthadhikrtvyaprtiranjanam’ 2
When a word having several primary meanings has the range its denotation
restricted by ‘connection’-etc., if there appears the cognition of a meaning
other than the denoted one, that function which brings about this cognition is
suggestion.
‘Context’ determines the accurate meaning of words. The meaningful concept
of Vedic mandras and material communication can be usefully discerned
through the idea highlighted its meaning or objective, its utility value, the
context of use, lingam or hint from other sources, Aucitya (propriety), Kala
(time), Désa (place) and Svara (tonal quality). In certain context the use of
‘Sakara’ instead of ‘Sakara’ or ‘Nakara’ instead of ‘Nakara’ also becomes
helpful in comprehending sense or meaning. In other context Samdsa also
becomes helpful in the identification of meaning — difference. For eg: the
compound word ‘Krsnasarpa’ refers to black cobra and ‘Krsnah Sarppah’
gives the sense of a snake in black colour only. Similarly the expressin ‘Déva
Priyah’ communicates the sense of being favourite to D&vas, whereas
‘Dévanam priyah’ gives the plain meaning as stupid only. Dasyah Putrah is an
ominous expression but Dasiputraha refers to the son of a servant- maid only.
This concept, as explained in the ancient work the Brhaddévata, is further
quoted by Dr. N.V.P. Unittiri in his work the Sabdarthasidhanta (2009, P.32).
Bharttrhari defines context in the Vakyapadiyam as follows:
Vakyat Prakaranadarthat Aucityat Désakalatah

9 Viswanathakaviraja,Sahityadarpanam,P:37
2 Mammatabhatta , Kavyaprakasa,P:39
2! |bid, 2.19,P:37
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Sabdarthah Pravibhajyanté Na Rijpadéva Kévalat

Samsargo Viyogasca Sahacaryam Virodhita

Arthah Prakaranam Lingam Sabdasyanyasya Sannidhi.

Samrtthyamauciti Désah Kalo Vyakti Svaradayah

Sabddrthasydnavacchédé Visesa Smrtihetavah. 22
During doubtful situations, meaning has to be ascertained through any of the
eight methods known as: Samyogah (connection), Viprayogah (disjunction),
Sahacarya (association), Virodhita (enmity), Arthah (use) Prakarana
(context), Linga (peculiarity), Sabdasyanyasya sannidhi (proximity of another
word), Samarthya (capacity), Aucitya (propriety), Désa (place), Kala (time),
Vyakti (gender), Svaradaya (accent and so forth). These conditions that serve
to bring about the idea of the particular meaning of a word, when there is an
uncertainty as to its actual meaning in a particular context;-and it is in advance
with this that one particular meaning, out of a number of meanings of a word,
is understood to be intended, in each of the following expressions
respectively.?
Sabdabodha / Vakyarthabodha (Verbal Comprehension):
Verbal comprehension is different from the meaning of individual words.
Verbal comprehension necessitates the conjoining of diction -meanings with
the relevance of the situations in which they are used. In this word meaning is
derived from its utterance itself. Some argue that verbal comprehension is the
information that is gathered outside the meaning of individual words. But
Naiyayikas do not agree to this concept. The meaning of word is available
from its utterance of sound itself. But verbal comprehension is something
apart from this. Expectancy is one of the greatest contributions to linguistics
offered by ancient and medieval India. This treatise has been introduced by
Mimamsakas in order to explain the assimilation of various words in sentence
construction. ‘Vakyam Syad Yogyatakamksasattiyuktah Padocchayah® **
Visvanathakavirajan explains it as such: It is equally highlighted in the
Brhaddevata too. The Vakyasvariipam explains in the Vakyapadiyam as:

Sakamksavayavam Bhédé Paramakamksa Sabdakam

22 Bhartrhari, Vakyapadiyam. 2.314-316. P: 125&127
2 Mammatabhatta, Kavyapraksha,1980, P.35-37.
2 V/iswanathakaviraja, Sahityadarpanam , P.30
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Karma Pradhanam Gunavadékartham Vakyamisyaté .%
It pertains to the idea that the meaning of a sentence is obtained in its fullness
through the co-ordination of the words used in it and also on the basis of
expectancy. Later on concepts like Asaktti or Sannidhi (Proximity) have been
incorporated to this by Mimasakas. They refer to the co-relation of words in
sentence as follows:

‘Akamksa Sannidhanam Ca Yogyata Céti Ca Trayam ™
Such a move had been tried first by Mimamsakas. They express their opinion
about the meaningfulness of rare sentences as follows:

Gurustaranarthasya Tatradhyaharamicchati

6

Buddhi Sannidhimatrénapyanvetiti Durasayah 21
It means that it is essential to adopt the necessary meanings of words in
relevant contexts. The meaning of a sentence is termed as “Talparyam’ (Its
implication or suggestive meaning) by Mimasakas. It is available through six
indicators, without referring to either the speaker or the listener.

“Upakrmopasamharauvabhyasapiirvata Phalam

Arthavadopapattisca Lingam Tatparyamucyaté” 28
Here Abyasa refers to the repetition of the main subject. Upakramopasamhara
is the congruity between the introduction and conclusion. Apirvata refers to
the newness of the topic. Phalam is the desirable outcome. Arthavadam refers
to the opinions that ensue from the main topic. Upapatti indicates the
arguments supporting the main topic.
This concept of Mimamsakas is highlighted in the Kavyaprakasa by
Mammtacarya ‘Tatparyarthopi Kesucit’.” The adopted view of Naiyayika is
‘Padasamiutho Vakyarthasamaptau’ (Nyayastthra).  Nages$abhatta in the
Paramalaghumanjisa argues that meaning has to be comprehended through
the addition of the Vakyasesa (remeaning part of sentence) named samartha.

% Bhartrhari, Vakyapadivam, 2.4 P.6.

% Kumarilabhatta, Tandravarttikam vol.l, P. 455

2" Melpattur Narayanabhatta, Manameyaodayam 1.99, P.103.
% Gautama, Nyayasuthram P.714.

2 Mammatabhatta, Kavyaprakasa, 2.5, P:34
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Abhihitanvayavada and Anvitabhidhanavada:

Two arguments are prominent in verbal comprehension. Sentence
comprehension derives from the congruity of words used in it. According to
Mammatacaryan Abhihitanvayavada is ‘Akamksayogyata Sannidhivasat
Vaksyamanasvarapanam Padarthanam Samanvayé Tatparyartho
Visesavapurapadarthopi Vakyarthah Samullasati®® Further it is explained in
the Tantra Varttika also: ‘Padarthaih  Padavijiianair  Vakyarthah
Pratipadyaté’®*  This theory explains that words refer to specific objects only.
The comprehensive idea is obtained from the fusion of words. Kumarilabhatta
is of the opinion that verbal comprehension can be obtained through arriving at
suggestive meaning or implication. According to Prabhakaraguru, Vacyarthah
(denotation) itself refers to Vakyarthah (verbal comprehension). ‘Vchyéva
vakyarthah’ %2_<Sentence is the basic unit of speech’, is the common statement
in modern linguistics and it confirms to the concept of Anvitabhidhanavada.
Semantics is one of the latest branches introduced in modern linguistics.
Differences of opinion arose among western linguists related to learning
expectancy. This has led to a number of deep studies run by great
philosophers, logicians, psychologists, anthropologists, literary critics and so
on. The learning outcome of these scholars and pedagogical exponents had
emerged in the minds of the Acaryas of this land years and years back seems to
be an amazing fact to everyone concerned.

% |bid, P:34

¥ Kumarilabhatta, Tandravarttikam, P.445

% Mammatabhatta, Kavyapraksa P.35.
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The Prominence of the Word
'"Devanampriyah’
in the Time-Determination of Katyayana

Dr. Midhun P.}

Introduction: Popularly circulated factors

The effort has been made to determine the time of Panini and Patafijali
by the main scholars of the scriptures, seems lesser than that in the case of
Vartikakara Katyayana. Although while fixing the time of Panini, the time of
Katyayana, the author of Vartikas is often taken. However, the time of
Katyayana is either traditionally taken to be 4th century BC from the evidence
of Kathasaritsagara, or on the basis of language change, in order to prove the
desired period of Panini, from 200 to 350 BC.

Prof. Max Muller, on the basis of Somadeva's Kathasaritsagara, places
both the principals in the second half of the fourth century BC, considering
Katyayana and Vararuci to be the same person and the contemporary of Panini.
Although he himself does not have a firm belief in the authenticity of the
historical facts based on the Kathasaritsagara, from the background of the
story, he believes that in the 12th century (the period of Kathasaritsagara)
Katyayana was believed to be related to Nanda-dynasty. Thus Katyayana can
be easily placed in the second half of the fourth century BC with the last
Nanda-dynasty king Yogananda, just before the establishment of the Maurya
Empire of Chandragupta. While admitting the weakness of this tactic, he
confirms it with another fact. In the first century AD, King Abhimanyu of
Kashmir had invited some Brahmins to teach Mahabhasya in his kingdom. In
the view of Prof. Mller, this much fame of Mahabhasya of Patafijali on Panini
and Katyayana, in the first half of the first century, extends the time of
Katyayana to the fourth century BC.?

! Guest Faculty, Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Regional Centre, Tirur
2 A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, Pg. 216-217
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On the basis of the last hundred years of researches, the 19th century-
ideas of Prof. Miiller, have been proved to be completely inauthentic. There is
a huge gap of work between Panini and Katyayana, it is now agreed upon.
Prof. Gold Stacker proves that Panini predates Katyayana on the basis of the
changes occurred in the nature and meaning of words and the literary
knowledge of both the masters.® Prof. Muller acknowledges two generations of
Saunaka and Aévalayana between Panini and Katyayana.* Thus Katyayana's
synchronicity with Panini definitely proves to be inauthentic. Other parts of
the story can be proved on the basis of any historical fact only if it is proved by
other evidence. The fame of Mahabhasya in the first century may prove the
extent of Katyayana’s life, certainly not his time. Prof. Gold Stucker, in one of
his works about Panini, has given a detailed critique of the views of Max
Miiller.” The time of Katyayana cannot be considered to be 350 BC after this
tactful review. Prof. Gold Stacker propounds so much about Katyayana that he
is certainly after Panini.°

McDonnell in his book "A History of Sanskrit Literature” written at the
end of the nineteenth century, reveals the possibility of Katyayana being in the
third century, BC.” Later, considering the time of Katyayana in detail, fixing
Patafijali to 150 BC, and on the basis that there must have been a time
difference between the three masters of grammar, fixes Katyayana in 250 BC
and Panini in 450 AD. McDonnell's view is based on the truthfulness of the
interruption of time, but the time period itself is a fiction.

Dr. Ram Gopal has given a detailed thought about the period of Panini
and places him in 600-550 BC. On the power of language-change from the
evidence of Keilhorn, McDonnell and other scholars, assuming the period of
Patafijali as 150 BC, assuming considerable time interruption in Katyayana and
Patafijali, he places Katyayana 200 years before Patafjali, i.e. 350 BC. He
corroborates this view, according to Kathasaritsagara, Katyayana-Nanda-
relationship, and with the views of the scholars like Max Muller, Bhandarkar

® panini: His Place in Sanskrit Literature, Pg. 93-94
* A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, Pg. 217
> Panini: His Place in Sanskrit Literature, Pg. 63
®IBID. Pg. 66-67

" Pg. 435
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etc. Subsequently, Panini is considered to be lived two centuries before
Katyayana. In fact, from the views of Kathasaritsagara and correspondingly
Max Muiller etc., whose rational criticism had been done in the nineteenth
century, this type of opinion was not confirmed rather, it is proved to be
absurdity. On the basis of time-lapse, only the maturity of the masters can be
proved. No other logic helps in reaching this ‘200 years’.

From the above discussion, two types of logic-sequence emerges
clearly in the time-determination of Katyayana. Considering Katyayana as
contemporary of Nanda from the evidence of Kathasaritsagara is not desired by
any prudent scholar today. There is a clear interruption of time in the three
masters of grammar. But, on the basis of language-change, to bind the proven
time-interruption in a certain limit, one has to take shelter of any early and
historical evidence.

The Vartikas of Katyayana and their nature

There is a substantial time lag between Panini and Katyayana. Sanskrit
was the colloquial language at that time. As a result, by the time of Katyayana,
many changes had taken place in him. These changed word-forms were
getting out of the bounds of Paninian grammar. By this time, Katyayana wrote
Vartika with the aim of making this Paniniyan grammar, which had gained
enough fame, according to the language. These may be called appendices or
supplements to the sutras. In fact, change of language is the basis of all
Vartikas. The number of such Vartikas is also not less, which cannot be called
purely historical or linguistic. The nature of many Vartikas is purely classical.
On the basis of Parashara-Purana, it is said-

3Fdeadgeadel fRedl IF Fadd |

deged aTfcish TgaifciehaAaiaiarer: I

This nature of the Vartikas proposed by Nageshabhatta seems
expedient only. Four types of Vartikas are (a) supplementary type, (b)
problem-solving type (c) explanatory type, and (d) repudiating type.
The context of the Vartika — ‘<Sareig gfa =@

In the chapter of Aluk Samasa (where the case endings of the former
component words do not disappear), there are four siitras in relation with the

FraeermTeT 51



UGC-CARE Listed Journal ISSN No. 2277-2359

genitive case. There, IR gﬁf I’ comes under the sttra ‘TSSIT
31 (6.3.21). “3TTShIRI means derogation. This particular Vartika only says
— “The word ‘GaTIITI:” also is to be included in the episode of “TS& e’

(non-omission of the genitive case)’. But, the word does not have a derogatory

or blasphemous meaning, and this feeling comes from the power of its
meaning. If there was a sense of derogation in the meaning of the word, then it
would have been derived from the sttra itself, there was no need to write the
Vartika. It is clear from this context of Mahabhasya that this Vartika is not a

scientifically derived one. The word ‘arATT9F:> was prevalent in all the

people in general and even though there was no sense of blasphemy in the
meaning, the genitive case had not been omitted. Even though there is no sense
of derogation in the meaning of this word, kosa granthas (the dictionary texts)
indicate a famous meaning of this word - 'fool®®.

From the point of view of Siatras, Vartikas and usage, three options can

be possible in relation to the word ‘GaTalTTI: - (1) While making the satra

“§SGIT AThI2Y, Panini did not pay attention to this word. (2) In the time of

Panini, the word had an indignant meaning. Later, this sense of derogation
was removed from the meaning and Katyayana had to amend it by his Vartika.
(3) This word was not used in the time of Panini. It was first used in the
language during the period of Katyayana. At this time there was no sense of
outrage in its meaning. Due to not being regulated by the existing siitra,
Katyayana wrote a supplementary Vartika to the satra. It would be very
relevant to know here that in the entire Samhita-Literature, Brahmana,

Upanisad and Vedanga texts, the word ‘aTeTITa=I:” is not used as a single

word anywhere. Therefore, the chances of the inattention of Panini are greatly
reduced. In order to accept the second option, the historical reasons for the
change of the opposite meaning of this word have to be found again. In the
absence of these reasons, the use of the word first in a blasphemous sense, then

8 Apte’s Sanskrit-English Dictionary
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in a normal sense and then again in a blasphemous sense would be almost a
baseless speculation. Here the possibility can be more in favor of the third

option, that is, during the time of Panini, the word ‘GaT=IIT9I:> was not used.

When its use started in the language, there was no sense of resentment in its
meaning. In order to harmonize the lack of this meaning and the non-omission
of the genitive case, a supplementary Vartika had to be composed.

It may be said here, that the mere non-availability of the word in the
available Vedic literature does not prove the absolute absence of the word at
that time. It may be that, in those texts of that period, which have not been
available till date, this word may have been used. Similarly, the possibility can
also be expressed that in addition to the written texts, the word has been used
in practice. In any case, it would be logical to say that in the time of the
Sutras, if this word was there, then it would be so secondary that it remained
inexplicable even from the point of view of a conscious grammarian like
Panini. On the contrary, in the time of Katyayana, the word was so famous
that an independent Vartika was created for it. Masters of grammar never
elaborate redundant words. Katyayana could have easily collected this word in
the first Vartika of this context. Certainly, because of the importance and fame
of this word, he composed this independent Vartika for it. On the basis of this
whole discussion, it can be said that the period of Katyayana, the author of this

Vartika - ‘GaTeTITo fd @, must be when this particular word ‘Gar=ITog:’

started to be used in the language.

It is almost an indisputable and verifiable opinion that Patafjali, the
author of Mahabhasya, took place in the middle of the second century BC. He
remained mostly in North-East India. Probably here he composed the
Mahabhasya while teaching the students. Katyayana was Daksinatya (from the
south). Even if the south was considered immediately after the Mount.
Vindhya, it must have taken some time for the Vartikas of Katyayana on that
side to gain such a fame, that they could become the main basis for the
discussion of Mahabhasya, almost equivalent to the siitras of Panini. This was
proved over time by the evidence of language-form-change. Keeping in view
the possibility of opportunities for reconciliation between the people of the
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region and the means of transport of the earlier century AD, this period has to
be considered at least half a century. Thus, the period of Katyayana's period is
fixed in 200-210 BC (nearly 50 years before the time of Patafjali).

Origin of the word 'Devanarmpriyah’

In ancient Indian history, Maurya - Emperor Asoka is the first to
present authentic material, in the form of inscriptional monuments, about the
history of his period. After Bindusara, Asoka became the overlord of the vast
Maurya Empire in 273 BC. He was coronated probably four years later in 266
BC. Till date a total of 163 inscriptions of this emperor have been available.
In most of his epigraphs, Asoka refers to himself as the "Devanampriyah
Piyadasi Raja". This was the complete royal name of Asoka. But sometimes it
is abbreviated by omitting one or more parts of this denomination. Out of a
total of 163 inscriptions, in 137 he is referred to as "Devanampriyah Piyadasi
Raja", 20 only as "Devanarpriyah”, 4 as "Raja Piyadasi” and only 2 as "
Devanampriyah Piyadasi Raja Asoka". Although there is no unanimity among
scholars on which is his name in this entire consecration, most scholars
consider "Asokavardhana" to be the full name of this Buddhist king and
"Piyasi" as the title. Whatever be the case, 'Devanampriyah’ was the royal
degree of Asoka.

No firm evidence has been available till date in this regard, when and
why he took this degree. Asoka conquered Kalinga in 260 BC, the ninth year
of his reign. In Silaprajhapana 13 (Rock Inscription), there is a vivid depiction
of the troubles caused by the war on the people of Kalinga. The events of
Kalinga-conquest and Buddhism-eclipse happened almost simultaneously. But
the first event was not the cause of the second event®. The possibility has also
been revealed in this subject that the root cause of AsSoka's adoption of
Buddhism was his second wife Devi, when Asoka was the viceroy of
Bindusara in Ujjain, he fell in love with her. Devi herself was greatly
influenced by Buddhism. Due to this love, Asoka got inclined towards
Buddhism. Whatever the reason may be, the minor inscription of Brahma Giri
gives definite information that for more than two and a half years he was only
an ordinary worshiper. Later that he went to the Sangh and stayed with it.

° Dr. Bhandarkar: Ashoka, Pg. 79
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Accordingly, after that he became a monk. This did not hinder him in the
discharge of his official duties. He began his monastic life by visiting the
Bodhi tree. Simultaneously, there was a lot of distraction and indefatigable
enthusiasm for preaching Dharma. About a year later, he himself began to
wonder how much work he had done. Thus Asoka's propagation begins from
257 BC after being fully initiated into Buddhism. The first minor Rock
Inscription was written at this time. In this Rock Inscription, he calls himself
only ‘Devanampriyah’. Therefore, it can be said with certainty that Asoka had
adopted this degree even before 257 BC.

The literal meaning of ‘Devanarhpriyah’ is 'beloved of the gods'
According to the Apastambha-Dharmasiitra (1. 7.16.1), gods and humans used
to live together in the first world. In regardance with the solemnization of
Yajfia, the gods went to heaven and humans remained on earth. Men who
perform sacrifices like gods, live with the gods. Asoka's Dharma, prescribed
for the common man, most of the Buddhist code of ethics. By this, the
common man will be benefitted in the world, he will be compatible with the
gods and Asoka will be free from his duty. ‘Devanampriyah’ has stored all
these expressions in his words. Being dear to the deities is an indicator of their
importance. Asoka might have considered himself as ‘Devanarnpriyah’, at least
for the reason that he was propagating the Dharma or the code of conduct.

It is almost clear that, after 260 BC, when Asoka's heart was loathing
war and turning to Buddhism, and before 257 BC, when he determined his
duty as a result of this change, he When he had started converting into work,
then according to his mental state, he assumed this ‘Devanampriyah’. Nothing
can be said authentically about where he took this word from as it is so clear

that the Sanskrit form of this word ‘GaTeATTO=T: is not used anywhere in the

Samhita-Literature, Brahmana, Upanisad and Vedanga literature. Even in the
Buddhist texts from the 3rd century BC to the 5th century BC, this word seems
not found.

At this stage it would not be quite baseless to imagine that Asoka
himself coined the word for himself. It would not be inappropriate to mention
here that there was a tradition in that period to possess such a degree according
to one's virtues or conduct. Nanda assumed the title of 'Mahapadma'.
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Vasavadatta's father, Pradyota, the ruler of Ujjayin, was called 'Mahasena'
because of his military might. In the eighth inscription of Shahbaz Gadhi,
Asoka refers to his ancestors as '‘Devanampriyah'. From this Ray Chaudhuri,
Romila Thapar etc. have deduced that the earlier kings also had this title. But
here it seems more likely that Asoka himself, being respectful, is using this
verse for them. A§oka must have adopted this degree as a state title in the sense
of 'His Majesty’. Some of Asoka's contemporaries or later kings must have
adopted this verse. It is known from epigraphic records that the ruler of Lanka,
Tissa of Dipa dynasty, is also mentioned several times by this name. Probably
all such kings have been influenced by Buddhism through Asoka, because of
doing the same enterprises as Asoka in their respective areas.

Thus it is seen that, in the third quarter of 3" century BC, the third
century B.C. By the end of the extended Maurya Empire, 'Devanampriyah’
had become a popular title of Asoka which had become almost his own name.
In this way, it would not be absolutely baseless to think of ‘Devanarpriyah’ as
almost Asoka at that time. After the death of Asoka in 232 BC, Dasaratha
became the overlord of the eastern administration of the Maurya Empire™®. He
was the grandson of Asoka. He was also a believer in Buddhism and Asoka's
propagation of Dharma. He also got three cave inscriptions engraved in the
same tradition of Asoka. In these writings, he has also called himself
‘Devanarhpriyah’. Dasaratha ruled for eight years. After this, no other
evidence has come to the fore about whether any other king of the decaying
Maurya Empire has adopted this degree. Thus, from the point of view of time,
from 257 BC to 224 BC, for about 33 years, the word ‘Devanarhpriyah’ mostly
took Asoka and in terms of meaning ' Majesty', ‘Rajadhiraja’ etc.

Conclusion: Conforming the Period and Justifying the Vartika

The language of AsSoka's inscriptions is neither pure Pali nor any
distorted form of Pali. Not all inscriptions even have the same language.
These various articles were written in different regional dialects prevalent at

that time. The word 2a@TaTT9I:’ is also found in the forms ‘Sar=ATTA=r, ‘AT
O, ¢aafaT:’ etc. Instead of 'O, ‘T has also been available in many

% Dr. Romila Thappar: Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Pg. 196
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articles. Its Sanskrit form will be ‘devanam dear'. Like the post 'Priyadarst
this too is a single word. The title, verse or name cannot be in the form of a
sentence but can be in the form of a single word. Thus, starting around 257
BC, through the inscriptions of Asoka, this word, as a whole united word,
became widely known in Sanskrit for a decade or two. Being a degree of
Asoka, at this time, the possibility of any kind of resentment in the meaning of
this word cannot even be possible. The word was a compound and there was

also a W& inflection in it. The justification of this word could have been

caused only by siitra “SSSIT 3T (6.3.21). But it was inconsistent from the
point of view of meaning. This inconsistency of the siitra was removed by
writing Vartika in this regard. In spite of this, the S8 inflection remained in

the word and there was no sense of resentment in the meaning. As a result,
Katyayana wrote this Vartika in the sixth or fifth decade of the third century
BC, this possibility seems logical.

For a moment, if it is to be assumed that this word was present in the
language even before Asoka, then it has to be accepted that it became famous
only after being accepted by Asoka in the form of a degree. It is worth noting
here that if this word has been common, Katyayana would have collected it

with the words of the first Vartika. Instead of writing ‘TSIl aTaT-feeh-
q%?:l?{\&-‘ﬂ’r gﬁr—m—mgmm', there was no difficulty in keeping the
Vartika in this form - FSEYRIOT ATIl-feH-URIG-GAET PiFA-CUS-ER-
TORYIEEa=T#. The second Vartika- ‘3TESIIUTHSIYIHT is different

because of the taddhita(secondary)-suffix-derived words. The next Vartika is
VISl Ae: HAPHIHEITAH. Here also, it has been kept

apart from being the noun of sages. The word- ‘f¢alera:’ derived by the

Vartika-'f¢aea g’ was also the name of a king. If ‘Devanarhpriyah’ was the

name of such a minor person, then these two can also be combined in just one
Vartika. But 'Devanampriyah’ was neither purely a name nor a common word.
It was a royal degree of Emperor Asoka and he used it almost like his name.
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Katyayana emphasized the importance of the word. For this reason,
indipendant Vartika was written.

It is certain that 'Devanarhpriyah’ became very famous only after
becoming the title of Asoka. In this way, even if some possibility is there for
this word of being before Asoka, the pre-limit of the time of Katyayana seems
to be logical only in the middle of the 3" century BC. So it seems prudent to
say, Katyayana was a contemporary of Asoka around 250 BC. The scholars
like Dr. Keith and McDonald also place Katyayana in this period. There has
been a lack of any historical evidence in this matter, so far. The word

'Devanarnpriyah’ located in the Vartika - ‘¢ar=liTor 3fd T is an internal and

historical evidence, which gives strength to this previously accepted view.
References:

1. Apte, Shivram, Vaman, The Practical Sanskrit-English Dictionary,
Shiralkar & Co. Book Sellers, Budhwar Peth, Pune, 1890.

2. Bhandarkar, Dr., Asoka, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 2005.

3. Gold Stucker, Theodor, Panini: His Place in Sanskrit Literature, N.
Trubner & Co., London, 1860.

4. Muller, Max, A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, Williams and
Norgate, Edinburgh, 1860.

5. Thapar, Romila, Dr., Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Oxford
University Press, London, 1961.




UGC-CARE Listed Journal ISSN No. 2277-2359

DIFFERENT VIEWS ON THE PROCESS OF
COMPREHENDING THE MEANING

Dr.N.S.Sharmilal

We all knew that speech (vik) or Sabda (word) which is accepted as a
means of communication. This Sabda is one of the four valid means of
knowledge (pramana) and it has been recognized to be the means of
Sabdabodha. In India, major epistemological systems like Logic (Nyaya),
Ritualism (Mimamsa) and Grammar (Vyakarana) have hold contrasting views
regarding the nature of speech (Sabda). whether it is eternal (nitya) or non-
eternal (anitya)? This is one of the fundamental problems of the linguistic
science that has been taken up by all the systems of Indian philosophy.

In the opinion of Naiyayikas, Sabda is non- eternal. Gautama, the
author of Nyayasttra has given a number of arguments to establish the non-
eternity of Sabda.Naiyayikas are known as $abdanityavadins and they say that
when we pronounce any letter, it is due to the contact of air with the vocal
organ. Thus all words are produced by some kind of contact and hence have a
beginning and there fore they are not eternal or nitya; but transcient or anitya.

The Mimamsakas are known as $abdanityatvavadins. According to
them, the Vedas are eternal and impersonal ie without any author. They were
very much careful in asserting the eternity (nityatva) of Sabda. According to
the Vaiyakaranas, a word is a series of successive sounds called letters. A
series of such letter-sound manifests one inarticulate sound essence called
sphota. This sphota is an eternal essence that exists corresponding to every
word.

The problem of meaning has attracted the attention of the philosophers
throughout the ages. We can say that a sentence is like a body, in which words
are different parts of body and its meaning is the soul. From this we can
understand the importance of meaning.

Words are accepted as means of communication. In this process, words
impart or transmit the knowledge or idea of certain objects to our mind. When

! Associate Professor, Govt.Sanskrit College, Tripunithura
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these objects conveyed an idea to our mind, then they are called meanings.
These word- meanings can be stated in general to be what are conveyed by
words or padabhideya.

Different epistemologists differed amongst themselves as to what the
words exactly convey. The problem is whether a word through $akti signifies a
certain generic meaning (jati) or the idea of a particular object (vyakti) or a
form (akrti) or more than one of these entities.

In other words, the issue is what does a word like ‘cow (go) in "bring
the cow'. (gam anaya) Here the word 'cow’, when uttered, can convey -

(i) the generic notion of a cow (gotva) ie jati.
(i) the form characterized by the dewlap etc. (sasnadimatva) ie akrti and
(iii) the individual consisting of four legs etc. ie Vyakti.

That is to say that the word ‘cow' conveys an object which possesses
the generic property of cowness and which has a form characterized by dewlap
etc. and also which is an individual consisting of four legs etc.
ie prathamantantartha-mukhya visesyakah $abdabodhah.

In the opinion of Mimamsakas, productive activity is the central point
or chief qualificand in $abdabodha produced from sentences as well; and all
other meanings referred to by the words in a sentence are directly or indirectly
related to the productive activity.

Therefore in the view of Mimamsakas, meaning of the finite verb
(akhyatartha) is the most important word.
ie akhyatartha-mukhya visesyakah $§abdabodhah

Thinkers of different systems of thought differ from their views
regarding the admission of cause of verbal comprehension ($abdabodha
karana) . In the opinion of Vaiyakaranas, sentence or vakya is the cause of
verbal comprehension. Because, they are vakya vadins and they accept the
sentence as an indivisible unit. According to Naiyayikas, the last letter (carama
varna) along with the impressions of each of the preceeding varnas is the cause
of verbal comprehension. Prabhakara Mimamsakas also agree with this view.
According to Bhatta Mimamsakas, the meaning of the words or padarthas are
the cause of verbal comprehension.
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The Process of Comprehending the meaning

The process of comprehending the meaning of a sentence has been
understood differently by different schools. When ever any communication
through sentence is apprehended, the different parts of a sentence are
apprehended one by one. But the meaning of the sentence depends upon its
totality.

The sentence is an ordered succession of words and the process of its
apprehension is, therefore, that of succession; but the meaning of a sentence
depends upon the total sentence and not upon any individual words which
constitute a sentence. Here it is the problem that of reconciliation between the
process of understanding, the meaning which demands the simultaneity of the
total sentence. The answer to this problem has been given differently by
different schools.

All the schools agree that different parts of a sentence are not received
together and they are only given in a succession one by one.

Consider a sentence -'this is a book’. When we hear or to read this
sentence, there is a necessary succession involved. Firstly we hear or read
‘this’, then 'is', then 'a' and lastly 'book'. But the meaning of this sentence
depends on the simultaneity only. For reaching to simultaneity the different
systems put forward different opinions.

According to Naiyayikas, whenever different parts of a sentence are
received in a succession, they are retained in memory till the apprehension of
the last part of a sentence and when the last part of the sentence is
apprehended, the memory of the distinct parts which were apprehended earlier
is revived and added on to that apprehension of the last part of the sentence.
But when we come to the last word of a sentence, we remember the meanings
of all the preceeding words. So we can say that the meaning of the last word
being combined with those of the preceeding words by means of memory, then
we have an understanding of the meaning of the sentence as a whole.

The Grammarians differ from the Naiyayikas and put forth the theory
of sphota. According to them every successive apprehension of the different
parts of a sentence or a word becomes instrumental in the revelation of a
corresponding sphota which is present in the mind of the receiver of
communication. Thus, the process of apprehension lies in succession but with
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the complete revelation of a sphota, there is the availability of simultaneity in
the form of that sphota. Thus though the intermediation of sphota, a word or a
sentence is related to its meaning. The Grammarian theory of sphota seems to
be quite convincing as it is supported by our own experience in the form of
phenomeno logical reflection upon language and also by the psychological
investigations.

According to the Mimamsakas, the words convey both their separate
meanings and the constructed meaning of the sentence. Just as in a machine the
parts perform their respective functions and at the whole; similarly the word in
a sentence presents their individual meanings till these are construed into the
unitary meaning of the sentence. Hence according to them, the meaning of a
sentence is neither the aggregate meaning of the words nor is it quite
independent of their separate meanings. Rather, the sentence is a new
combination of the individual meanings of the words and, therefore, conveys a
new meaning.

Conclusion

According to the Naiyayikas, the meaning of a word is presented to the
mind of the listener by the last sound aided by the memory impressions of the
preceeding sounds. Since the isolated sound of a word cannot individually
present its meaning, they must do so jointly. Since they come one after another
into the mind, they are not perceived together as a whole. Each sound
perceived leaves its impression behind and the apprehension of the last sound,
aided by the accumulated impressions of the preceeding sounds present the
meaning of the word.

The Mimamsakas, who defined a word as the aggregate of letters which
make it up are forced to accept a theory similar to that of the Naiyayikas .They
say that the meaning is conveyed by the last letter aided by the impressions
produced in the mind by the preceeding letters.

The main difference between the views held by the Naiyayikas and the
Mrimamsakas is that the former considered the letters to be ephemeral, whereas
the latter believed that the letters are permanent. Again, the order in which the
letters are uttered is only for the act of utterance and not for the letters
themselves, which, according to the Mimamsakas, are permanent. But unless
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we assume the order of sequence to these impressions: the process of
understanding the meaning cannot be explained.

According to the Grammarians, the constituent words have no separate
meanings of their own. They convey only the integral meaning of the sentence
in different ways and degrees. Hence the words lose their individual meanings
in the total meaning of the sentence. In their opinion, every successive
apprehension of the different parts of a sentence or a word becomes
instrumental in the revelation of a corresponding sphota in the mind of the
receiver of communication. Thus, according to Vaiyakaranas, the process of
apprehension lies in succession, but on the complete revelation of sphota, there
emerges simultaneity in sphota.
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Linguistic thoughts of Bhartrhari

and Ferdinand de Saussure
Dr.Rajeev. P.P!

Introduction

The study of Vakyapadiyal is very much relevant in the context of
present linguistic studies. Bhartrhari is the author of Vakyapadiya. It is the
major text on Semantics and Philosophy of grammar. Bhartrhari composed
Vakyapadiya in verses (karikas) — a sort of compendium of different
Philosophical views and doctrines. Vakyapadiya divided in to three parts
(kanda): the Brahmakanda2 also called Agamasamuccaya (compendium of
traditional teaching), the Vakyakanda and the Padakanda or Prakirnakanda. In
his Vakyapadiya Bhartrhari discussed ontological, epistemological and
semantic problems underling the central role of language in the universe and in
all cognitive process.

Linguistic thoughts of Bhartrhari.

Bhartrhari discussed various linguistic aspects in his Vakyapadiya.
Bhartrhari accepts perception, inference and word as valid means of
knowledge. However, he acknowledges highest authority to word. In his
opinion that there is no knowledge which does not assume the form of word.
All knowledge must culminate in verbal knowledge. No object which is not
expressed in words exists. Language is the only window to the world. Our
knowledge of reality is shaped by the language we use. Thus Bhartrhari has
initially accepted an intimate relationship of language with reality. However
Bhartrhari shows the superficial character of this intimacy by pointing out how
language falls short of reality. At several places in the Vakyapadiya he
describes language not only as an inadequate tool to represent reality but also
as a wrong means, which, in fact, never takes as to reality. It is very intriguing
that the Vakyapadiya begins with a declaration that there is no world beyond
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language, whereas it ends with a note of disharmony between the two and
declares that reality transcends language.

At another place Bhartrhari refers to the skin deep relationship between
language and reality. A word is, according to him, a mere indicator of an
object. He says- “The word is only an adventitious mark of an object
(upalakshana); it does not express the service which It renders, it is not capable
of touching (that is, of expressing) the powers of the object’’. The point here is
that a word really does not touch an object. It stands far from it and does no
more than somehow bring it to the mind, so that it can be talked about. There is
no real relation between the two. Like a lamp it merely reveals an object. It
does not provide any information about the object. When the word ‘ghata’ (= a
jar) is, for instance, uttered, nobody understands its shape, size or colour.
These are understood from our repeated observation and usage rather than
from words.

Bhartrhari accepts the meaning in mind as a support to grasp the external
object but some other scholars not quoted by name identify the mental entity
with the object itself.3 To explain, Bhartrhari accepts the mind elements as an
instrument to express the external object whereas others do not accept the
distinction between the object and the means and accept them as a single
entity. It appears that a group of scholars who did not accept the mental
category as a separate category existed at the time of Bhartrhari. The opinion
of Bhartrhari differed from them. At a number of places, Bhartrhari has
accepted the unity and recapitulation of mental category. In his opinion, this
unity brakes at its sound stage. For the expression of the parts of grammatical
categories, Bhartrhari has given an importance to the mental category.

According to Bhartrhari language is not at all connected with the external
world. It is connected with the reality of which it presents a restricted view due
to the restricted nature of cognition. The mental reality is a creation of ‘buddhi’
which has a boundless capacity to create objects. Although language is the
only window to the world, it is too small to give as a complete picture of
reality. Further, whatever view it offers Is not necessarily faithful to reality.
Words often misrepresent and distort the facts of the external world. The
linguistic world and the external world thus do not match with each other.
Bhartrhari finally declares that although language claims to have a control over
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reality by virtue of its being the only tool to represent it, It never does, in fact,
represent reality. Reality transcends language.
Bhartrhari and Ferdinand de Saussure

Bhartrhari’s differentiation of Sabda from dhvani needs some careful
comparison with Saussure’s structuralism. The concept of Langue and Parole
in Linguistics was Introduced by the Swiss structural linguist Ferdinand de
Saussure in his seminal book ‘Cours de linquistiqgue Generale’- Course in
General Linguistics.4 Langue and parole are actually French words. In English,
langue means Language or tongue and Parole means speech or speaking. La
Langue (la is the definite article in French, just like ‘the’ in English) is the
complete, though abstract system of signs of a language and its principles.
Parole, on the other hand, is the manifestation of this “abstract system of
principles” in to speech. Parole (or utterance) is, thus, not possible without
Langue (or language system). Langue comprises the rules of grammar of a
language, the syntax, the phonetics, spelling etc. Parole is making use of these
rules to produce utterances. Language is the system and Parole is the use of the
system. An individual can use the language system to produce speech and also
to produce writing. Hence, writing is also an act of Parole. The complete
language cannot exist without langue and Parole. Language is thus equal to
Langue + Parole.

In Vakyapadiya Bhartrhari’s ‘Sabda’5 occupies a central role, he
equates it with Spota to show the metaphysical nature of language. According
to Bhartrhari Sabda and dhvani, are different sides of the same coin- sound
which is produced by the speaker of the language is taken as dhvani, and Sabda
taken as the ‘real word’ or the universal word. In Vakyapadiya Bhartrhari
draws a line of demarcation between two classes of sound, one prakrta sound
(original sound) and other vaikrta sound (derivative transformation). Bhartrhari
states that without prakrta sound the un manifested spota cannot be
comprehended. Bhartrhari’s concept of Sabda and dhvani has definitely a
metaphysical outlook which helped to him construct a ‘Grand Narrative’ of
language. But in Saussure never we can see such an approach. But in this
context the similarity and difference between Saussure’s theory of language
langue, parole distinction with Bhartrhari is noted. Langue is the social product
of speech and is relatively constant. Parole is taken the individual speech
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activities which are ephemrmel and contingent. If we forget the metaphysical
foundations of Bhartrhari’s analysis of Sabda and dhvani we can see some
lines of similarities between the concept of dhvani with langue and Parole.

Bhartrhari’s concept of language sometimes seems in coincident with
Saussure’s theory of sign. Both of these Philosophers talk about the nature of
‘sign’. For Saussure the nature of the ‘sign’ is not a static one with some
hidden ‘essence’. Every ‘sign’ gets its meaning though its differentiation with
other signs in a system, in this aspect his concept of sign has no similarities
with Bhartrhari’s concept of Sabda. In fact the concept of sign ,which is taken
by Bhartrhari and Saussure as the pivot of their study separates them from the
old tradition of language Philosophy.

It is not easy to draw a parallel between Bhartrhari’s concept of
language and Saussure’s concept of image. But the concept of language in the
writings of the two thinkers is noticeable. Both of them do not believe that the
language gives us a clear cut picture of reality. According to them what
language presents is only an abstraction of the ‘Real’. For Bhartrhari and
Saussure the ‘Reality” which appears in langue ‘as real’ is not real as we
believe. In fact both these thinkers pointed out the ‘fictional nature’ of the
language.

Bhartrhari’s concept of Sphota6 involves a complete network of
different concepts of his thinking. Bur Saussure’s concept of sign is not as
completed as Bhartrhari’s. He says about the nature of signification, to him the
‘sign’ gets its meaning though differentiation. But Saussure misses some
important points in his explanation sign. He gives us an un satisfactory
explanation of the nature of sign. He is explaining about the nature of
differentiation of sign in a system of sign, but a crucial question emerges here.
What is the relation between a word and the object, which stand as a reference
of the word, in the external world? Take the example of ‘tree’. According to
Saussure the word ‘tree’ acquires its meaning by the differentiation of the word
with other words in a system, for example, ‘Tree’ may differentiate itself from
other words like ‘thought’, ‘thick’, ‘thin’ etc. In a system at first this
explanation of Saussure, seems as a plausible one. However it does not solve
the ontological problem of the existence of the ‘real tree’ in the external world.
Saussure’s concept of sign ‘Tree’ does not refer the external tree which stands
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outside of the speaker. Then isn’t any relation between the term tree and the
object which stands outside of the language. Saussure does not consider this
issue. So in the writings of Saussure we can see a deep gulf between language
and reality.

Bhartrhari’s concept of ‘sphota’ and Saussure’s concept of ‘sign’ are
poles apart. But a basic similarity exists between these two thinkers lay in their
analysis of the working of the langue. Both of them do not take the langue as
the ‘clear picture giving” mirror. According to them language only gives as the
Vikalpas of the reality. The words try to signify the things, but it fails. For
Bhartrhari it may be due to the phenomenal nature of the world, in case of
Saussure it is due to the nature of language itself.

Conclusion

Relation between language and extra linguistic reality is an important
problem of Bhartrhari’s linguistic Philosophy. In the Vakyapadiya, this
problem is discussed several times. Modern cognitive linguistics and
construction grammarians, on their part, may find to their surprise, an
extensive amount of investigations in Bhartrhari’s work and in the
Bhartrharian way of Paniniyan grammar that directly pertain to basic issues in
their research programme. An approachement between Bhartrhari studies and
cognitive linguistics is therefore expected to be most fruitful and stimulating
for both parties.
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THE CONCEPT OF DEVATAS IN HINDUISM-
A SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
TANTRAPADDHATI
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ABSTRACT

‘The Concept of Devatas in Hinduism-A Special reference to
Tantrapaddhati, which reveals the Concepts of deities in Hinduism, Orgine and
development of Devatas concept in Hinduism, Sagunabrahma, Nirgunabrahma,
Miirtis or Symbols in religions, Vigraha and its meaning, Idols their distinctive
attributes, the word meaning of Devata, Devata concept in Kerala, Devata
concept in Tantrapaddhati or I$anasivaguru Devapaddhati (ISGP) are also
discussed here. Moreover this article focused the multifarious concepts of
Tantric deities and also enumerate the depiction of deities in Tantrapaddhati.

THE CONCEPT OF DEVATAS IN HINDUISM-
A SPECIAL REFERENCE TO TANTRAPADDHATI

Hinduism was not founded by a single individual and it has been the
product of a gradual evolutionary process which still continues. At a very easy
stage of their civilization, the ancestors of the Hindus were polytheistic. The
deified and Worshipped Earths, Water, Fire, Wind, Sky, Sun, Dawn, Night.

Thunderstorm-Virtually every power of nature. But, While eulogizing
through vedic hymns, each of these Gods was addressed or referred to as the
supreme God, the Lord of all Gods and the creator of the universe. It is for this
reason that Maxmuller, the famous German indologist, Concludes that the
earliest ancestors of the Hindus were monotheistic as well as polytheistic.

1 Asst. Professor in Sanskrit , ORI & MSSL, University of Kerala, Kariyavattom,

Thiruvananthapuram
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On the authority of the ‘Caturvarnya’, theists hold that it is the
Brahman, that ‘Nirguna’ having no beginning or end, beyond comprehension
of the senses, which is eternal formless, unique and the one and only spirit
that is mediated upon and worshipped in the form of Devatas.? This not only
emphasises the oneness of God but also constitutes the firm foundation of
Universality and tolerance in Hinduism. Although the Vedas and Upanisads
acclaim, extol, venerate and celebrate the power of Rudra, Aditya,
Visvadevatas, Vayu, Varuna and other Gods, in Principle they one
fundamentally monoytheistic, in nature considered in a relative perspective,
in most upanisad texts, God is conceived as the concrete form of the
absolutely abstract Brahmam and Devatas are the manifold aspects of God.
Nirgupabrahman

Hinduism  also was such  expression as  ‘absolute truth’,
‘consciousness’ and infinite bliss to mean Nirgunabrahman (the impersonal,
attributeless, supreme spirit. Irrespective of the epithets used,
Nirgunabrahaman, can never be described accurately or sufficiently by the
finite words and expressions of our world with intrinsic limitations.
Sagunabrahman (I$§vara)

Personal God in Hinduism is called Sagunabrahan, God with an
attribute, I$vara. From the stand point of man residing in the world of time,
space, and causation, I$vara or sagunabahaman is the creator of this world. He
IS omnipotent omnipresent, and omniscient. By this mere will he manifests
himself as the manifold universe. Although formless by His divine magical
power Maya, He assumes various forms. Depending upon the needs, tastes
and wishes of His votaries or devotees, He can appear to than in any form
they like to worship Him in, and respond through that form. He can also
incarnate himself amongst human beings in order to lead then to His own
kingdom. And this act of incarnating is a continuing process, taking place
wherever and whenever He deems it necessary.

Martis or symbols in religion

It is virtually impossible for any religion to be free from symbolism if it
is to preserve its forms of worship. Idols, crucifix, crescent moon, rites and
rituals, dogmas and doctrines and similar symbols are integreal adjuncts to
any religion enforcing and consolidating the faith of the adherents or devotees.
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As the importance attached to symbols increased in intensity in course of time,
it led to idol worship.

Vigraha and its meaning

Icon is the western equivalent for vigraha (idol). According to the
Hindu tradition of worship, these idols as we have seen, represent different
Gods and Goddesses.

Idols their distinctive attributes

In Indian concepts, idols are not the mere imitations of the visible
external world . These idols one subject to and reflective of many principles,
laws and varying modes of worship. (The word has evolved from the Greece
expression ‘ICOL’ which means an object worthy of worship).

The idol made as per prescribed measurements (talas) by the Silpi’
(Sculpture) undergoes many elaborate Tantric rites and rituals performed by
Tantris before it is assumed to have the attributes of divinity and hence
worthy of veneration and devotion.

The Visnudharmottarapurana, explains how the tradition of arts was
practiced in ancient India, particularly in the Gupta age. When king vajra puts
the question, ‘what would obtain for his great happiness in this and the other
world ?” (Ch.1, SI. 1) without hesitation Markandeya answers the question.
Anyone desiring the best of the two words must worship Gods
(Devatapiijanam).’

One can notice so many differences between the Deva vigraha
Talamanas (Proportions of the idols) in the southern and northern systems .
The chief difference noticeable is the strict and exacting uncompromising
adherence to the principles of ‘Vigraha Sastra’ in the south. The northern
school shows a certain degree of laxity in this respect. The general features
common to the Indian Gods and Goddesses are the multiplicity of limbs,
animal forms, half human forms, accompaniment of vehicles (vahana). The
multiple limbs in fact represent the many attributes of the respective Devatas.
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Depending on the number of limbs, weapons and Bhavas or Rasa. They can be
classified as belonging to Sattva- Raja — Tamoguna categories.

An ordinary sculptures is meant to have only a limited purpose and
meaning, but a divine idol, by its very nature, has to convey more profound
and finer levels of meaning leading to a higher cultural and artistic sublimity
which is exactly what is sought to be done and is done through the mudras and
other intricate and described Tantric and Mantric representations. For
example, ‘Abhayavarada Mudra’, ‘Dhyanamudra’, ‘Cinmudra’, and
Afjalimudra’ convey a world of meanings.

Tantric believe that idol in concrete form epitomize that abstract
Brahman and naturally idols came to symbolise and exemplify the Devatas or
Mirtis. But it cannot be denied that the subtleties of the mudras integral in
early Devata concept has suffered considerable debasement owing to the
corruptions over interpretations and misinterpretations  carried out by
subsequent scholars, commentators, practitioners and followers.

The Ayudha- Bhiisana- Vahana accompaniments to Devatas that we
now see in the present day have been the attributes of the vedic deities too. For
example, the vedic deities like Agni, Rudra, Visnu, Varuna and Sitrya are still
being worshipped with varying degrees of importance in different parts of
India. The inescapable inference is that despite the transformation from vedic
to non-vaidic modes of worship and associated rites, the fundamental
structure  of idols still remains veidic. When temples came into being and
Tantric system of worship became well entrenched deities like Indra, Agni,
Vayu, Yama celebrated in the vedas, were relegated to the status of
‘Dikpalakas’ and deities meant to fortify the power of the main deities of
temples and ‘Antarmandala’ and ‘Bahirmandala’ Devatas or ‘Balidevatas’.

In the Tantric tradition, Durga, Ganapati, Subrahmanya, Saptamatr,
Sasta and Daksinamirti are also included in this class of Balidevatas. But
vaidics maintain that the vedic Devatas installed as Dikpalakas are not Vedic
Devatas proper and that they are different duties. However, it may be noted
that in the Tantric ‘Dhyanamantras, ornaments in exactly the same manner
as is done in Vaidic texts and hence the contention of the pro-vaidics that they
are different deities does not hold much water.
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The word meaning of Deva

The word ‘Deva’ derived from the root div means to shine.* Hinduism
speaks of presiding  deities- Devas or Devatas, in Sanskrit, called
Adhistharhidevas and Adhisthardhidevas who controlled various animate and
inanimate domains of this unvierse. These domains can be either subtle or
gross, very large or very small. The presiding deity for the sum total of all
material bodies in this universe is ‘Virat’ and Virat considers the entire
material universe as his own body (eg. Purusasiika).
Devata Concept in Kerala

The Devata concept in India, while remaining uniform in nature in
general renders itself to considerable variations in the northern and southern
parts with respect to the ksetra concept and Aradhana concept. Even within
the confirms of the southern tradition, Kerala carved out an identity and nicle-
of its own, earning encomiums from every quarter for its Devata, temple and
Vastu concepts and the way it has developed embellished and sustained them.
The development and consolidation of Tantrasastra into an integral part of
worship in Kerala was facilitated on account of large scale construction of
temples and consequent cultural enhancements. It also ensured the
corresponding spread of  four pre eminence and substance of the
Aradhanamiirttis too. The advent of Agama texts into Kerala and their
popularity gave added impetus to the further consolidation of Tantric Science.

The most antigue Devata concept in Kerala is linked to
Ammadaivangal (Mother Goddesses). Snake worship, Yaksiptja and Pitruptja
(worship of dead) also existed in Kerala from time immemorial. Of them,
Nagaradhana was related to Avaidic worship and hence snake worship in
Kerala was basically Saivaite in nature. There are, likewise , several temples
in Kerala where Yaksi is worshipped as the chief deity or an important
upadevata. There are references galore in ever so many Tantric texts to
Yaksinis and their mirtibhedas. Since the concept of Yaksi is had originated
as part of the worship of trees, this too can chain an antiquity similar to
Nagaradhana. Some scholars maintain that since Yaksi’s are found mentioned
in Jain texts, the Yaksi concept had its roots in Jainism.> There are several
references to Yaksinis belonging to different generes in I$aansivaguru Deva
paddhati (ISGP) or Tantrapaddhati and Mantramaharnava. Worship of the
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dead was also prevalent in Kerala from very ancient times. A close scrutiny of
the civilization of every society reveals the fact that worship of the dead
formed an integral part of it. In this context it is proper to remember that
Pitrkriya and Pitrtarpana are indispensable to the Indian ethics. There is a long
list of names like Raksas, YogiS§vara, Munivara, Mantramirti, Madan
Tampuran, Maruta, Arukola, Muttappan, Tampuran, Ulakutyaperumal,
Kannicacu and others that belong to the class of the dead. They have either
been the souls of the victims of ‘apamrtyu’ (tragic death) or sage like persons
who met with natural deaths, or siddhas. They have been invested with a divine
halo and worshipped under either $aivite or vaishavite traditions.

In addition to the above, many ‘Maladaivas’ and Durmirtis (evil
powers) were found worshipped through such temple art forms like
kolamtullal and padayani in Kerala. This kind of worship of the dead and
Durmiirtis was not confined to Kerala. It was and is still being practiced in
several parts of India, especially in South India.

Brahmins in Kerala had never whole heartedly accepted the above
mode of worship, nor did they practice it. The belief in such evil powers was
none among practicing ‘Mantras’,  non-Brahmins and among classes
considered inferior by society.

From very ancient times till half a century ago, there was hard and
fast, inviolable rules and taboos in society, in the worship of Gods. For
example, most of these murtis were treated as Durdevatas and were set apart
for worship by the lowest castes in keeping with the inferior or status the
society assigned to them in those times.

The inmates of Srimulavasa, a Buddhist Centre, are said to have
worshipped many Boudhadevatas. They were Manjusri, Vajrapani,
Bodhisattva, Kartikeyamafijusri, Aryavalokite$vara, Prafijaparamita and the
like. The renowned Buddhist Tantric text Aryamafijusrimikalpa was very
popular in Kerala.’

By around 12" and 13" centuries temple worship and Hinduism
gained in strength in a parallel Stream and gradually got consolidated.
Natuvazisvartipangal and Matriarchal system also began to flourish. Each one
of these socio-religious institutions  adopted, its own “paradevatas,
Upasanamirtis, Gramadevatas and Desadevates. The interrelation between
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these Devatas in brother- sister, husband-wife, father-son aspects and the
bathing of the deities during festival in a common holy pond strengthened
not only the importance of the deities but also the bond between and the unity
of the places of which they were the presiding deities. The evolution of the
Devata concept in Kerala is, thus a harmonious blending of the inherently
differing and on occasion opposing streams of religious thought, the Vaidic
and Avaidic, the chief feature of which has been compromise and
concillasion and not confrontation.

Devata Concept in Tantrapaddhati (ISGP)

One can discorn a lot of similarities while weighing the Devata
concepts in I$anasivaguru Devapaddhati (ISGP) or Tantrapaddhati with
similar concepts in Kerala. ISGP to a great extent, reflects the integration
between Saivate and Vaisnavite cults that took place between the 9" and 12"
centuries in Kerala. Although ISGP gives prominence to Saivisam, this
several ptalas ISGP are devoted exclusively to highlight the importance of
Vaisnavite Devata concepts and integrated Miirti concepts.7

Samanyapada the later part of ISGP explains various Nyasadevatas.
They are presented as ‘Vagriipas’ in the form of Svara and vyafijana under
saiva and vaisnava classfication. Appropriate Dhyanavarnanas are also
supplied. Most of these Nyasas one no longer in use in Kerala. In addition,
general descriptions and in certain cases, detailed ones are furnished on
Lipidevatas, Kaladevatas, Brahmyadisapta mataras, Dasadikpaladevatas and
others. The author underlines the importance of the Sadhaka, learning the
Subtile nuances of the Nyasadikriya and the related vidhis pertaining to
Svaramiirtis and Vyafjanamiirtis, directly from Guru himself for effectively
performing Sadhakas and for material. These Nyasakriyas, suitable to the
specific upasanamurti of the Sadhaka one chanted to the accompaniment of
recommended touch with fingers on specific parts of the body of the Sadhaka
and corresponding parts of the idol he invokes and invite, with powers. What
is mainly intended through there Nyasakriyas is the enhancement of the power
of the upasanamirti. The Samanyapada describes in details nuemerous
Devata in the form of Nyasas,. Dhye'mas,8 and mantras. Spread of piirvardha
and the kriyapada of uttarardha, there is description of the Devata concepts of
Prapaficaganapati, Sakti, Visnu, Sankaranﬁréyana, Sasta, Stirya as well as
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innumerable sub deities or upadevatas. Besides, the author states that there are
millions and millions of Balidevatas, Avaranadevatas and Nyasadevatas. For
example, the 54" Patala of Kriyapada of ISGP provides a long list of
Parivaraganas and Avaranamiirtis belonging to the Harinarayana concept.
Since we are concerned here with the important deities and their related
classifications, we need not degree into the concept of minor deities, use
confine ourselves to the major ones and their relevance to Kerala.

Traditionally, Kerala gives importance to the installation of Devatas in
temple built in strict line with temple architecture. There are in Kerala not less
than ten thousand major temples. They are devoted to the worship of deities
like Siva, Daksinamirti, Ardhanari$vara, Sankaranarayana, Kiratamirti,
Gangadhara, Aghora, Tripurantaka, Mrtyufijaya, Candrasekhara, Vrsarudha,
Sundare$vara, Somaskandha, Sasta, Visnu, Nrsimha, Varaha, Krsna,
Gopalamdrtis, Ganapati, Subrahmanya, under the $aivace and Vaisnavite
classifications and their manifold aspects and their corresponding Sakti
aspects like Durga, Parvati, Bhadrakali, Laksm1 Narayana, Tvarita, Sarasvati,
Laksmivaraha and others. Additional to these main Devatas are their myriad
aspects including Brahma, Siirya, Vedavyasa, Ananta, Astanagas, Virabhadra,
Yaksinis, Asuras, raksas, pi$acamiirtis, Avaranamiirtis and the like.

Virtually all devatas and their manifold aspects are represented in
ISGP. But there are differences in the mode of worship. The most pronounced
one is in the style of the Dhyana. At the same time, there are similarities too.
The best examples that can be pointed out is in regard to the description of
embellishment of the mirtis with weapons (Ayudha) and ornaments
(Bhusana). There are dissimilarties too. One interesting feature, worthy of
note, is that there in hardily any similarity between the now prevalent style
of dressing of the people of Kerala and the way of dressing ordained for
Devatas as a whole.

In short, Devata concept is one of the peculiar characteristic of
Hinduism. Numerous contributions are stipulated in this particular area. This
is influenced by Puranas, Stotrakavyas, Sastrakayas, Technical Literature and
Vice Versa. Devata concept and their system of worship in Kerala has opened
so many research scope in front of the researcher. In addition to the religious
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factor, Tantric literature and concepts of Gods and Worship strongly reveals
in social, cultural, literary and historical aspects of the past.
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Scope and Relevance of Graphical

Narration in Vastuvidya
Devahar V.

Abstract

From the archaic periods to the last available, vastuvidya deal with
more than what is understood; in vastuvidya, the term vastu is taken in the
broader sense and implies what is built or constructed.

Thus, in the first place, it denotes all kinds of buildings, religious,
residential, and military, and their auxiliary members and component
mouldings.

Secondly, it covers town planning, laying out gardens, constructing
marketplaces including ports and harbours, making roads, bridges, gateways,
triumphal arches, digging wells, tanks, trenches, drains, sewers, moats, and
many others.

It even includes making ornaments sculptures and deals with the
carving of idols of deities, and statues. It is also concerned with such
preliminary matters as site selection, soil testing, planning, designing, finding
cardinal points through a gnomon, dialling, and astronomical and astrological
calculations.

This comprehensive knowledge was depicted in the literature of
Sanskrit and other sources. Many commentaries and translations are already
available. Even though it does not seem enough, in these modern times, it
would be appropriate if we could represent the ideas and theorems in graphics
and make them more easily obtainable for the upcoming years without
disregarding the original text and commentaries.

This paper takes a fragment of Manasara, text on vastuvidya and tries
to give some idea and relevance on how could relate and illustrate concepts to

! Research Scholar, Department of Sanskrit Sahitya, Sree Sankaracharya

Universitz of Sanskrit, Kaladz, Ernakulam District, Kerala, India
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a graphic. Graphic narrative—calls a reader's attention visually and spatially to
the act, process, and duration of interpretation.

Keywords: Graphic narrative, Vastuvidya, Manasara, Illustration

Scope and Relevance of Graphical Narration in Vastuvidya

Graphic storylines, like picture books from the past, frequently include
both pictures and words. The images on the page usually reinforce or complete
the textual narrative in those picture books.

A visual narrative (also known as visual storytelling) is a story often
told with images. Photography, illustrations, or video would be used to narrate,
which can be improved with graphics, music, voice, and other audio.

Graphic narrative, through its most basic composition in frames and
gutters—in which it can gesture at the pacing and rhythm of reading
and looking through the various structures of each individual page—
calls a reader's attention visually and spatially to the act, process, and
duration of interpretation.

The term 'graphic narrative' has been used to describe several genres of
visual storytelling, from news and information (photojournalism, photo essay,
documentary film) to entertainment (art, movies, television, comic books, the
graphic novel). In a nutshell, a visual narrative is any story told visually.

Scholars, intellectuals, and educators have been interested in a visual
narrative to understand better the impact and power of image and narrative on
individuals and society. Visual narratology seems to be the relevant discipline.
The visual narrative might include stories from the point of view, images, still
or moving, glimpses of a specific subject, and an appeal for transformation in
attitudes and behaviours.

Elements of Graphical Narration

Because the graphic narrative undertakes the task of narration, at least
in part, through drawing - making the question of style legible - it is a form that
always refuses problematic transparency by being conscious of its surfaces. A
graphic story is an autographic form in which the mark of handwriting is an
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inherent component of the rich extra-semantic information received by the
reader due to the foregrounding of the hand's labour. Furthermore, the graphic
narrative provides a profoundly layered narrative vocabulary—the language of
comics—that includes the verbal, and the visual, and how these two modalities
of representation interact on a page.

Graphical Narration in Connection with Vastuvidya

In vastuvidya, ideas could explain graphically. The simple to the most
complicated structures was explained through verses only. Only a person with
proper knowledge of the language and the art could understand and get avail
those verses into constructions and artforms. As the decades pass, it is getting
difficult to find such talented personalities, and it becomes much more difficult
for someone to understand all that practical knowledge in a short period.

Vastu texts and their basic pattern of narration

The extent to which architectural terms have been truly understood—
In the vastusatras, architecture is defined as “"what is built or constructed" in its
fullest definition. As a result, it refers to a wide range of structures, including
religious, residential, and military constructions, as well as their auxiliary
members and component mouldings. Second, it entails town planning, garden
design, marketplace construction, road, bridge, and gate construction, as well
as the excavation of wells, tanks, trenches, drains, sewers, and moats, as well
as the construction of enclosure walls, embankments, dams, railings, flights of
steps for hills, ladders, and other structures. Third, it refers to items like
bedsteads, couches, tables, chairs, crowns, fans, closets, docks, baskets,
conveyances, cages, nests, mills, and other types of household furniture.
Architecture also includes sculpture; it includes the creation of phallic, deity
idols, sage statues, and animal and bird figures. It entails the creation of
clothing and jewellery, among other things.

The architecture includes preliminary considerations such as site
selection, soil testing, planning, designing, identifying cardinal points with a
gnomon, dialling, and astronomical and astrological calculations. Such various
matters can be a challenge when it comes to preparing illustrations.
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Unveiling the Concepts from Verses

This comprehensive knowledge was depicted in the literature of
Sanskrit and other sources. Many commentaries and translations are already
available. Even though it does not seem enough, in this in these modern times,
it would be appropriate if we could represent the ideas and theorems in
graphics and make them more easily obtainable for the upcoming years
without disregarding the original text and commentaries.

This paper takes a fragment of Manasara, text on vastuvidya and tries
to give some idea and relevance on how could relate and illustrate concepts to
a graphic. In the fifteenth chapter of Manasara, stambhalaksapa-vidhana gives
detailed descriptions of pillars of various kinds. As we could see in various
temples, palaces, courts, and other constructions, the shape, measurement,
material, and ornamentation varied.

In detail, the height of a pillar is measured from above the base to
below uttara, or above the pedestal from janman to the uttara. The height of a
pillar, in other words, is measured from the plinth up to the lowest member of
the entablature so as to include the capital. In an important passage in the
Kasyapa, quoted by Ram R4z, it is stated that the measurement may also be
taken from the cimbia of the shaft, exclusive of the base.

The height of a pillar is twice, 1 %2 or 1 ¥ time that of its base or the
height of the pillar begins at 2% hastas and ends at 8 hastas, the increment
being by 6 angulas or % hasta. But according to Kasyapa, the height of the
pillar may be 3 times that of the base; or 6 or 8 times that of the pedestal. The
width (diameter) of a pillar may be 1/6, 1/7, 1/8, 1/9 or 1/10 of its height; 1/3,
1/4 or 1/6 of the height, if it is a pilaster (kudyastambha). The width of the
pilaster, according to the Manasara, is 3, 4, 5 or 6 matras (angulas), and twice,
thrice, or four times of these should be the width of the kampa. The height of a
pillar is divided into 12, 11, 10, 9, or 8 parts, one of these parts is the breadth
of the pillar and at the top, it is diminished by one-fourth. (Acharya, A
Summary of the Manasara)

The column admits to different shapes. A square pillar is called
brahmakanta. An octangular one is called vispukanta. A sixteen-sided or
circular one is known as rudrakanta. A pentagonal one is called sivakanta, and
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the hexagonal one skandakanta. These shapes are stated to be uniform from
bottom to top. But the base may be quadrangular.

With respect to dimensions and ornaments, the five kinds of columns,
brahmakanta, visnukanta, rudrakanta, sivakanta, and skandakanta, are called
citrakarna, padmakanta, citra-kambha, palikastambha, and kumbhastambha.
The sixth one, kosthastambha, in the latter division, is stated to be two-sided
and is the same as the kudyastambha or pilaster.

It should be noticed that the former set of five names refers to the
shapes of the shafts, whilst the latter set of five names is based on the shapes of
the capitals, but in the detailed description (which is given below), both the
capital and shaft are included.

Columns, when in rows, must be in a straight line. The general rule is
this: "The intercolumniation maybe two, three four, or five diameters; it is
measured in three ways, 1¥ from the inner extremity of the base of one pillar to
that of another, 2", from the centre of the two pillars; and 3 from the outer
extremities of the pillars including the two bases”. "There is no fixed
intercolumniation in vastu.

This has been left to the discretion of artists who are, however, required
to be particularly careful concerning beauty and utility. Minor pillars are to be
proportionate to the main pillar. The main pillar with one minor pillar
(upapada) is called ekakanta, with two minor pillars dvikanta, and with three
minor pillars trikanta. The main pillar with four minor pillars is Brahma-kanta;
with five sivakanta; siX skandakanta, and eight minor pillars, it is called
Visnukanta. The composition of these pillars cannot be expected to be quite
clear from the meagre description without ocular observation.

The tedious description of the collection of wood for pillars might as
well be omitted. The details point out that when the Manasara was composed,
wood was frequently used to make columns; stone pillars are also mentioned,
but pillars made of brick alone are not mainly dealt with. However, it is stated
that stone, brick, and wood were used to make different column parts. The
square adhara, or the base of a stone pillar should be made of stone and a
wooden pillar of wood. However, at the end of the next chapter, it is stated that
all the parts of a column should be made of stone (sila), wood (daru), or brick
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(istaka). The use of these three materials is elaborately discussed in the middle
of the same chapter. The pillars etc., are called suddha (pure) when made of
one material, misra (mixed) when made of two materials, and samkirpa
(amalgamated) when made of all three (or more) materials. (Acharya,
Architecture of Manasara: Translated from Original Sanskrit).

The concluding part of this chapter deals with ceremonies connected
with erecting columns. They are essentially ritualistic. It is directed that the
column should be posted at the side of a mandapa.

Get to know with Graphic Ilustration

Even from the above-translated paragraph, the numerals and fractions
might trouble most. The effort required to go through these vastu concepts gets
into the light.

In Figure - 1, the author prepared a sectional plan using the verses
connected to the previous 11 chapters. Even while looking at the illustration, it
can be seen how detailed the pillars’ components are.

Here, the column admits to different shapes. A square pillar is called
brahmakanta. An octangular one is called vispukanta. A sixteen-sided or
circular one is known as rudrakanta. A pentagonal one is called sivakanta, and
the hexagonal one is skandakanta. These shapes are stated to be uniform from
bottom to top. But the base may be quadrangular.

For example, this piece is transformed into illustrated images, which
gives the idea of each kind of polygon.
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Figure - 1: Pillers illustrated in the Manasara series (Manasara XV)

In this manner, even the complicated strings of verses can be brought down to
compare, analyse and study the peculiar feature of each of its kind.

The authors tried to give the illustrations as well as the original text.

Manasara series? by Prasanna Kumar Acharya is the best example for
us while checking the illustrated images from the vastuvidya. In this series, a
book the series titled ‘Architecture of Manasara-Illustrations of Architectural
and Sculptural Objects® illustrates a variety of plans, ornamentation and
structure in its detail. He also references which part of the text he used to make
that figure.

Mayamatam: Treatise of Housing, Architecture and Iconography
(Dagens) is another example of how to include pictures understandably and
adequately. Here the author tries to use an artist's help to recreate the idea well
narrated in the text.
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The importance of the original text will not restrain but will be more
accepted and appreciated. Those images have the power to regain the lost
enthusiasm in various areas. The essence of all this immense knowledge will
be presented in a new medium, like old wine in new bottles.

Graphical Narration; does it possible?

Digital technology has changed people's perceptions of space and given
rise to a new modelling process, resulting in a modern graphics concept. Its
implications are manifested in multiple ways of reading and narrating the
architectural project; therefore, the current characteristics of objectification and
expression in contemporary representations are treated. Finally, there is a space
for reflection on the importance of the knowledge of the text in approaching
the most modern techniques. Softwares like AutoCAD, Adobe Illustrator,
Photoshop, Corel Draw, InDesign, Maya, Lumion, SketchUp and the like are
capable enough to meet our needs in the first place.

Readers of Graphical Narration

The future generation would likely taste the ripe fruit of these various
kinds of interpretation and preserved narratives. The literature of Sanskrit and
other sources depicted this comprehensive knowledge. Many commentaries
and translations are already available. Even though it does not seem enough, in
these modern times, it would be appropriate if we could represent the ideas and
theorems in graphics and make them more easily obtainable for the upcoming
years without disregarding the original text and commentaries.
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